Question 5 A - How is Caribbean democracy to be renewed?
Democracy in simple form means government of the people, by the people and for the people. A dictionary definition cited democracy as a form of government in which the people have a say in who should hold power and 
how it should be used.

Most of the Caribbean countries operate under the Westminster Adapted Model. With this model they face a number of challenges in terms of the level of accountability with which the governments have and the penalties in place for governments that have breached the trust of the people.

Robert Budan’s article, ‘Trafigura: A case for regulation’ wrote Democracy does not just happen and government must be govern. How this does happens? It’s through law.

Buddan continues that regulations fail when rules are not complied with, when they are not clear, when they are not enforced or when laws are not there to back them up.

The challenges faced by democracy would fall under headings such as political participation, political contestation, civil society, the degree of corruption and the outcomes of state policy and attitudes to government.

According to Trevor Munroe by the mid 1990s there was hardly a democracy in which corruption had not placed the credibility of political leadership on the line and the reform of democratic institutions on the agenda.

The degree of corruption, if addressed and done so effectively, will likely to, if not eliminate, lessen the overall challenges faced by ‘democracy’.

Trevor Munroe in his book Renewing Democracy into the Millennium suggested that the excessive influence of ‘special interests’ from the private sector and the transnational community on the Jamaican government and political parties were, with good cause perceived to be real threats to the integrity of democratic governance. This book was published in 1999 and some eight years later this statement is more than ever coming to the fore.

Like myself. I’m sure the issue of the ‘Trafigura affairs’ which has been on the lips of most if not all Jamaicans for the last month, is a prime example of 
the influence of special interest on a political party, which is now in government.

It was disclosed that Trafigura made a donation of over 30 million dollars to the People’s National Party, the PNP, towards the party’s finances.

It is argued that the Trafigura dealing with the People’s National Party has made its way into government; with that company being privy to 
government contracts without trotting by the stipulated routes.  

Munroe is of the view that fighting the issue of corruption will require anti-corruption measures in terms of new legislation, institutions and processes of transparency.

According to Munroe, the imperatives of renewal raise the possibility and the necessity of greater openness in the finances of political parties, declaration of sources of funds and appropriately designed provisions for 
public support of bonafide party activity.


What the ‘Trafiguar scandal’ has done is to fast track regulations which would among other things focus on the issues of political party and campaign financing, such as limitations on the amount of money that can be donated from any one source. It has also given the independent body established to deal with electoral matters, the Electoral Advisory Committee, the EAC power to act as a commission of Parliament. The EAC will among other things, approve political parties eligible to receive state funding with 
respect to any or all aspects of the electoral process.

While it’s believed that such legislation will renew the democratic process, already the argument has been raised by Opposition Senator Dorothy Lightbourne that the legislation alone would not resolve the issue of tainted funds flowing into the coffers of the political parties. 

Lightbourne speaking in the Upper House of Parliament added that in countries which have introduced regulations, the political parties have found other ways of getting funding because the funds were drying up, and the only way to resolve the problem was to find a way to get to the root of the 
problem.

Caribbean democratic renewal must also take in mind the relationship between the states and the multi-national organizations, which sees among other things the intrusion of the foreign into the domestic. 

It therefore means that any agenda of renewal must involve the democratization of such relationship. These relationships however must not include abandoning the national identity, but more working such identity to incorporate the best global society.

According to Munroe, it will require a leadership however, that is not paternalistic, authoritarian, managerialist but more self directed, self organized, independent, educated and diverse.

Munroe is of the view that the use of referendum should be extended to allow the electorate to decide fundamental policy relating to important national and international issues.

A rise in the voice of civil society, such as the church, communities and labour movement has given new hope to the renewal in the quality of democracy. But it’s believed that this can only aid in the restoration of democracy if the civil society is a partner of state and not a surrogate to the state and private sector.
Political participation and political contestation, which are the main areas of the ‘by the people’ aspect of democracy, has seen a decline over the 
years, with a dramatic decline in the number of persons participating in the system.

While political participation has experienced a decline, what is evident is the increased number of street demonstrations and the road blocks as well as call-ins to the talk shows, indicating a general dissatisfaction with the 
operations of government.

Munroe indicated that by the mid 1990s (to even present day politics) political leaders and activists were more preoccupied with gaining or 
retaining the spoils of office than with representing the interest of the people. 

Political contestation on the other hand, while being severely impaired by partisan politics, which at times moves from healthy competition to political warfare, has improved over the years from what it was in the 1980’s with the trend now being towards peace. This is helping to reform the democratic process, so too has the establishment of the Office of the Political Ombudsman has helped significantly in the reform of the democratic process.

Munroe believes that consolidating the tendencies toward peace is going to require a strengthening of inclusivistic leadership and a redesign of government institutions away from the ‘winner takes all politics’.

This would mean a redesign of government to move from a majoritarian to more consensual democracy institutions.

In the Caribbean’s case it would mean a move to a new type of model, either from the Parliamentary to the Presidential system or a combination of both that would include the positive aspects to aid in the maintenance of democracy.

It may therefore mean a shift of some of the power of the executive or even making the legislature less subordinate.

Outcome of state policy and attitudes to government is another challenge to democracy. With state policy more skewed to the elite while the mass is neglected, resulting in a number of the inner-city or poor resident being shackled by policies. It begs the call improved protection of human rights and significant reform in the criminal justice system to counter extra-judicial killings, beating, arbitrary arrests and detention of inner-city youths.

To change these individuals’ attitude to government, Munroe believes adequate measures to urgently remedy these issues need to be put in place to result in an improvement in the quality of democracy.

According to Munroe, the democratization of the authorities and the redress of the inequities in the outcomes of state policies are both indispensable to reducing popular alienation and turning public attitudes in a healthy direction.

Conclusion

How is Caribbean democracy to be renewed?
· Political participation requires greater urgency and radical content in the ongoing processes of restructuring in local government and in work place governance.

· Political contestation will need a strengthening of inclusive leadership and a redesign of governmental institutions away from the winner take all politics.

· Civil society should be partner with government becoming the vehicles of popular empowerment.

· Elimination of the degree of corruption requires greater openness in the finances of political parties, declaration of sources of funds and the design of provisions for public support of bonafide party activity.

· The outcome of state policy and attitude to government will require democratization of the authorities and redress of the inequities in the outcome of state policies.

For a country to be worthwhile and valued it cannot stand still; its institutions, processes and culture must undergo renewal in the context of changing circumstances and of new challenges.
In short, Caribbean democracy can be renewed through legislation; with the necessary consensus of the people. A constant review of the system in place is needed to ensure that legislation in place aptly fit the bigger picture of democracy.

The last paragraph –how is democracy to be renewed should have been given much more attention. Too much time was spent on problems of Caribbean politics that were already addressed. 
�We should rely on political science concepts rather than dictionary definitions that are more about use of words


�A presumption


�Not of this proven. What then is the role of money in democracy which is the real issue.


�Fine, so the issue of campaign finance is the real issue relevant to renewal.


�No, these were on theagenda before and scheduled for parliament.


�Had you spent more time on the real issue you could have spoken to the wider Caribbean situation. How developed are campaign finance laws there. They are less developed than in Jamaica.


�You are spending too much time on this one issue.


�Participation goes beyond voter participation


�These are evidence of an increase in participation.


�Across the Caribbean. Do not generalize. There is no evidence of this.





