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Course Description/Rationale

This course addresses one important question: How do we study Anglo-Caribbean political systems? It offers that there have been three major approaches. One is from the New World School, the other is the Westminster-Adapted School and the third is the School of Democracy and Governance. We wish to review each of these Schools. First, we survey the field of Caribbean research methods. Second, we survey the field of Caribbean theorizing. Third, we study transformations in Caribbean political systems.

The rationale is to assess the adequacy of both the research and theoretical traditions for understanding and charting the future course of democracy and governance in the region. 

Learning Outcomes

At the end of the course students must be able to advance their capacity for critical thinking, problem-solving, teamwork, and communication by graduate standards. The course is designed to create a new generation of future academic and professional leaders and so students must acquaint themselves with the existing tradition of Caribbean scholarship. The necessary intellectual skills must be developed to permit students to demonstrate standards of analysis and writing fit for publishing scholarly research. 

Teaching Methodology

One three-hour seminar will be devoted to a topic each week. The lecturer will introduce each topic to be followed by student presentations. Presentations should be 15-20 minutes. They should highlight the main problem, debates and controversies for further class discussion. The lecturer will broaden and deepen the background to the problem, the nature of the controversies, and the content and significance of the debates. Interaction is encouraged. Punctuality and attendance are essential. Teamwork is necessary. Respect is required. Electronic and other tools and techniques of learning will be used as appropriate.

Content

A subtitle of this course is, ‘From Governors to Governance’. It tries to capture and direct attention to the different forms in which Caribbean political systems have evolved and the main examples of Caribbean scholarship that have been offered to explain this evolution and the contending forces of democracy driving it. Our focus will be primarily on the English-speaking Caribbean.

The main texts for this course are: Christine Barrow and Rhoda Reddock (eds.) Caribbean Sociology (2001); Selwyn Ryan (ed.) Independent Thought and Caribbean Freedom (2003); Selwyn Ryan and Anne-Marie Bissessar (eds.) Governance in the Caribbean (2002); Trevor Munroe, Renewing Democracy in the New Millennium (1999), and Kenneth Hall and Denis Benn (eds.) Caribbean Imperatives, (2005).

Students with a weaker undergraduate background in Caribbean politics should also read Robert Buddan, Foundations of Caribbean Politics (2001), Selwyn Ryan, The Winner Takes All (1999), and Cynthia Barrow-Giles, Introduction to Caribbean Politics (2005).  

Assessment

Class presentation and participation = 20%

Extended Essay =                                 30%

Examination =                                      50%

Participation will be assessed by attendance and punctuality, preparedness and the quality of contributions. Extended essays (15-20 pages) are due on December 13, 2006.The final examination will be held during the first week of January 2007. Students must pass both the course work and the examination to complete the course and earn three credits.

Topics/Readings

1. The Caribbean Research Tradition 

Section A: The Research Tradition and Traditional Researchers

Glenn Sankatsing: “Social Sciences as a Victim of its Own Discipline”, in Christine Barrow and Rhoda Reddock (eds.), Caribbean Sociology: Introductory Readings, Ian Randle, 2001, Chap. 3.

Michael G. Smith: “Some Future Directions for Social Research in the Commonwealth Caribbean”, in Barrow and Reddock (eds.), Caribbean Sociology, Chap. 4.

Carl Stone: “Some Issues in Caribbean Social Science Research”, in Barrow and Reddock (eds.) Caribbean Sociology, Chap. 9

J. Edward Greene: “Research Trends in the Development Sciences in the English-speaking Caribbean”, in Caribbean Sociology, Chap. 11

Section B: The Newer Research Tradition

Don O. Marshall: “Caribbean Social Sciences and the Research Enterprise”, Journal of Eastern Caribbean Studies, Vol.24, No.4, 1999, 55-64.

Deryck R. Brown: “The Sudden, Meteoric and Inconsequential Rise of Policy Studies in Caribbean Social Science”, Journal of Eastern Caribbean Studies, Vol. 24, No.4, 1999, 69-84. 

2. The Theoretical Tradition 

Section A Old Schools versus New Thinking

Patrick Emmanuel: The Role of the State in the Commonwealth Caribbean. Working Paper No. 38, ISER, 1990.

Robert Buddan: Reviewing Emmanuel: The Caribbean State in the 21st Century. Department of Government, UWI, September 2005, at: http://gtuwi.tripod.com/gt63a

Don O. Marshall: “Caribbean Social Sciences and the Research Enterprise”, Journal of Eastern Caribbean Studies, Vol.24, No.4, 1999,55-64.

Davin Ramphall: ”Postmodernism and the rewriting of Caribbean Radical Development Thinking”, Social and Economic Studies, 46, 1, March 1977.

Kari Levitt: “In Search of Model 1V”, in Selwyn Ryan (ed.), Independent Thought and Caribbean Freedom, SALISES, 2003, pp. 253-264.

Mark Figueroa: “Thought and Freedom: Thirty-five Years After”, in Selwyn Ryan (ed.), Independent Thought, pp.35-70.

     Section B: Theory and Action.

Lloyd Best: “Independent Thought and Caribbean Freedom”, in Selwyn Ryan (ed.), Independent Thought and Caribbean Freedom in Norman Girvan and Owen Jefferson (eds.): Readings in the Political Economy of the Caribbean, New World, SALISES, 2003, 1-34.

Harry Goulbourne: “The Institutional Contribution of the University of the West Indies to the Intellectual Life of the Anglophone Caribbean”, in Alistair Hennessy (ed.), Intellectuals in the Twentieth Century Caribbean, McMillan Caribbean, 1992, 21-49. Warwick Series.

Rodney Barker: “Hook and Hands, Interests and Enemies: Political Thinking and Political Action”, Political Studies, Vol.48, No. 2, Special Issue 2000, 223-238.

Avner de-Sholit: “Political Philosophy and Empowering Citizens”, Political Studies, Vol.52, No.4, December 2004, 802-818

Michael Freeden: “Practicing Ideology and Ideological Practices”, Political Studies, Vol.48, No.2, Special Issue 2000, 302-322. 

3. The Endogenous/Exogenous Models

    Section A: Taino and Slave Government

Jose Barriero: A Note on Tainos: Whither Progress?” Northwest Indian Quarterly, Fall 1990, 66-77. http://www.hartford-hwp.com/archives/41/013.html
Frederick Cooper, et al: Beyond Slavery, University of North Carolina Press, 2000, Chapter 1, at: http://uncpress.unc.edu/chapters/cooper_beyond.html
    Section B: Plantation Government

C.Y.Thomas: Plantations, Peasants and State, ISER, UWI, Mona, 1984, Chap.1.

George Beckford: “The Plantation Model” in Christine Barrow and Rhoda Reddock (eds.) Caribbean Sociology: Introductory Readings, Ian Randle, 2001, Chap. 8

    Section C: Tutelary Democracy

Robert Buddan: “Richard Hart and Constitutional Government in Jamaica, 1944-53” Conference Paper: The Life and Times of Richard Hart, Centre for Political Thought, University of the West Indies, June 8-10, 2006, at: http://gtuwi.tripod.com/gt63a

Trevor Munroe: The Politics of Constitutional Decolonization, Jamaica 1944-62, Institute of Social and Economic Research, University of the West Indies, 1983, Chapter 2.

4. The Westminster-Adapted Model: The Anglo-Caribbean School.

   Section A: Westminster-Adapted

Gladstone Mills: Westminster Style Democracy: The Jamaican Experience, Grace Kennedy Foundation Lecture, 1997

Selwyn Ryan: Winner Takes All: The Westminster Experience in the Caribbean, ISER, 1999

   Section B: Westminster Reconsidered

Hamid Ghany: “The Myth of the Westminster Model”, Caribbean Affairs, 7 (3), July-August, 1994.

Carl Stone: Democracy and Clientelism in Jamaica, Transaction Books, 1980, Chap. 5

Robert Buddan: Revisiting and Revising Stone and the idea of Clientelist Democracy, Department of Government, September 2005.

  Section C: Anglo-Governance, Beyond Westminster

David Judge: “Whatever Happened to Parliamentary Democracy in the United Kingdom?” in Parliamentary Affairs, 57, 3, 2004, pp.672-701.

Mike Marinetto: “Governing Beyond the Centre: A Critique of the Anglo-Governance School”, Political Studies, 51, 3, 2003, pp. 592-608.

5. Democracy and New Governance: The Global-Caribbean School

    Section A: Renewing Democracy

Trevor Munroe: Renewing Democracy in the New Millennium, UWI Press, 1999

Trevor Munroe: “Democracy and Democratization: Global and Caribbean Perspectives on Reform and Research”, SES, 46, 1,March 1997.

Section B: Alternatives to Westminster

Selwyn Ryan, Ann Marie Bissessar (eds.): “Overview: Governance”, Governance in     the Caribbean, SALISES, 2002

Selwyn Ryan: “Caribbean Political Thought: From Westminster to Philadelphia”, in Kenneth Hall and Denis Benn (eds.) Contending With Destiny, Ian Randle, 2000, Chap.23

John Gaffer La Guerre: “National Unity, The Westminster Model and Governance in the Commonwealth Caribbean”, in Ryan and Bissessar (eds.) Governance in the Caribbean, pp.11-22

Cynthia Barrow-Giles: Introduction to Caribbean Politics, Ian Randle, 2002, Chap. 3

    Section C: Emergence of New Governance

Selwyn Ryan: “Good Governance: Old Wine in New Bottles?” in Ryan and Bissessar (eds.), Governance in the Caribbean
Selwyn Ryan: “Alternatives to the Westminster Model: The Case of Suriname”, in Ryan and Bissessar (eds.), Governance in the Caribbean, pp. 50-56

Rex Nettleford: “Governance in the Contemporary Caribbean: Towards a Political Culture of Partnership” in Ryan and Bissessar (eds.), Governance in the Caribbean.

6. Regionalism: The Trans-Caribbean School.

    Section A: Democracy and Regionalism

Robert Buddan: “My Generation Comes to Power: A Time for Caribbean Leadership and Political Transformation”, in Hall and Benn (eds.), Caribbean Imperatives, Chap.5.

Trevor Munroe: “On Strengthening National Foundations for Regional Governance”, in Hall and Benn (eds.), Caribbean Imperatives, Chap. 6

Edward Greene: “Striving Toward a Reconfiguration of a Rational Community Through Shared Sovereignty”, in Kenneth Hall and Denis Benn (eds.), Caribbean Imperatives: Regional Governance and Integrated Development, Ian Randle, 2005, Chap. 1

Section B: Governance and Regionalism

Shridath Ramphal: “The CARICOM Commission: Towards a Mature Regionalism”, in Hall and Benn (eds.), Caribbean Imperatives, Chap. 7.

Roderick Rainford: “Towards a Commission or Executive Authority for the Community”, in Hall and Benn (eds.), Caribbean Imperatives, Chap. 8.

Havelock Brewster: “Mature Regionalism and the Rose Hall Declaration”, in Hall and Benn (eds.), Caribbean Imperatives, Chap. 9.

    Section C: Governing Regionalism

P.I Gomes: “Rationalizing the Functions of the Organs of the Community”, in Hall and Benn (eds.), Caribbean Imperatives, Chap. 10.

Edwin Jones and Ivan Cruickshank: “ Making the CARICOM Administrative Machinery Work: The Decentralization and Leadership Factor”, in Hall and Benn (eds.), Caribbean Imperatives, Chap. 11.   

Seminar Discussions/Essay Topics

Topic 1 

What are the main challenges facing the Caribbean research tradition?

Topic 2

In what sense is the Caribbean theoretical tradition incomplete?
What tensions exist between theory and action in any (Caribbean) activist academic tradition?

Topic 3

      What lessons of ‘governance’ might one learn from Taino society and how does this         contrast with failed democratization in the decades after emancipation?

What are the implicit and explicit characteristics of Plantation politics and society?

 What contradictions existed in the idea and practice of tutelary democracy during         constitutional decolonization?

Topic 4
What questions preoccupy the Westminster-Adapted School and the relevance of the  

      model to the Caribbean?       

In what ways are we asked to reconsider the applicability of the Westminster-Adapted model to the Caribbean?

What is Anglo-Governance and how does it take us beyond the Westminster Model?

Topic 5

How is Caribbean democracy to be renewed?

What is the main rationale for New Governance in the Caribbean?

Topic 6

       What questions of democracy arise in Caribbean regionalism?

       What questions of governance arise in Caribbean regionalism?
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